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INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED ODISSI DANCERS OF INDIA 
MAKE CLEVELAND DEBUT AT CMA 

“One of the most luminous dance events of the year.” The New York Times 

CLEVELAND The CMA’s new VIVA! Performing Arts Series continues with the 
Nrityagram Dance Ensemble of India, a group of five young women exquisitely trained in the 
Odissi style of dancing — considered to be one of the oldest dance forms in the world. They 
will perform on the stage of CMA’s Gartner Auditorium on Friday, Nov. 1 9, 1 999 at 
7:30 p.m. Since the Nrityagram ensemble’s New York debut two years ago, its energy, 
artistry, and technical virtuosity have continued to amaze Western audiences. Only a limited 
number of single tickets for this performance are still available. Advance purchase is strongly 
recommended by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or visiting wwvr.clemusart.com. 

Odissi dance dates from the 2nd century BC in the city of Orissa, and is an intimate 
expression of Hindu religion and literature. It follows the oldest treatise on dance, called the 
BharataNatya Shastra, whose rules follow those of Indian sculpture: the body is held in 
three graceful curves, the first effected by the crossing of the legs, the second by a tilt of the 
waist, and the third by an inclination of the head. Very feminine, danced only by women, this 
dance form conveys stories and imitates nature and men with a graceful beauty. 

The dancers appearing at CMA are graduates of a dance village called Nrityagram, a 
small compound built on 10 acres of land outside Bangalore in northeast India. Founded in 
1991 by legendary Odissi dancer Protima Gauri Bedi, and supported by Indian corporations 
and private individuals, the village is the only one of its kind. It is dedicated to preserving 
India’s ancient dance forms, including not only the Odissi, but the Mohiniattam (“dance of 
the enchantress”), which has only been revived within the last 50 years, and Kathak, whose 
stories are drawn from both Muslim and Hindu literature. Dance lessons there involve 
months of practice perfecting certain gestures to achieve the most graceful physical lines. In 
1996, impressed by the rigor of the Nrityagram graduates’ training, dancer-choreographer 
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Mark Morris visited the ensemble in their village, noting, “I don’t think any of us in the West could 
comply with this kind of discipline.” 

The young stars bringing these delicate and sensuous dances to life here will be Surupa Sen, 
Bijayini Satpathy, Jaya Mukherjee, Anitha Nair, and Pavitra Reddy. Students in the village of 
Nrityagram are in their teens and early 20’s, and study a broad range of subjects, including philosophy, 
religion, poetry, martial arts, language, yoga, and meditation. In return for the free classes they receive, 
the girls do housework, tend four cows, grow all the vegetables they eat, and earn money through 
dance recitals. 

The next artist in the VIVA! series is Simon Shaheen and his six-piece ensemble, presenting 
Music of the Arabian Nights on Friday, Dec. 1 0. For more information, call 1 -888-CMA-0033 or visit the 
CMA website at www.clemusart.com. 

Promotional support for VIVA! Performing Arts Festival is provided by WCLV 95/5. 
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